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ACROSS 1 aperson who isn't native
3 the sound owls make 2 the sound cows make
6 rhymes with "forever" 4 what the fire department took
10 it makes tents wet away last week
11 to continue to exist, in 5 street the bottle depot's on

the face of hardship 7 it makes tarps fly up

12 the sound cops make

©

opposite of "private"
10/2=7

Anita's News ...

An interview with Kyle & Brittany about the Surrey
Strip

by Xylah and Listen

Kyle and Brittany have been staying at Anita Place for a couple weeks. Brittany had
never heard of the tent city, but Kyle had because he's from Maple Ridge. Before
coming here, they were both staying on the Surrey Strip.

1354 or "The Strip" is a city block in Surrey where bylaw and cops force homeless
people to crowd their tents onto one side of the street. It is heavily policed and has
been compared to an "open air prison". Kyle & Brittany estimate that up to 200
people live there.



=Why did you decide to stay here? Anita's News is a weekly
newsletter published by the Anita
Brittany: different scenery, less cops! Place Tent City & Alliance Against
Displacement. We are for and by
=>What's the first thing you noticed when the low-income communities that

you came to Anita Place Tent City? call Maple Ridge home. To submit
writing, get in touch with Xylah or
Kyle: The Strip is more like a FEMA camp. Listen, or email us at
We know everybody on the strip though, so anitaplace.news@gmail.com

in some ways it's easier there, but it's more

hostile. Like, it doesn't seem hostile to us because we're used to it. It's more like a
community here, when we came here people were like oh yeah, this is a community,
come in! Coming here, we realize how crazy it is over there.

Brittany: Yeah we argue more when we're staying on the strip, because it's more
hostile. And it's busier and feels more like a city.

=>Do you think you could bring back what we've done to the Strip?
Kyle: It's so run by the bylaw and police, out there people try to stand together but
it's too hostile, it's a freaking refugee camp. You can't just move there, bylaw comes

and tells you where you can put your tent. You can't even move around.

Xylah and Listen reflected on Kyle and Brittany's description of the over-policed,
hostile environment on the Strip.

Listen: It makes such a big difference having so many cops and bylaw policing
people, it's hard for people to feel like they could organize a tent city.

Xylah: Well just because you and I couldn't go to Surrey and organize a tent city,
doesn't mean Kyle and Brittany couldn't, right? They know the people there.

Listen: Right, the first thing you need to hold a tent city is a bunch of people, and
people on the Strip all know each other because they're forced to live on one block.
All you need is to be able to imagine something different.

Xylah: But people also need to want something different! Institutionalization can
take away that desire. That's why we need to help one another.

Listen: Yeah, the more tent cities there are, the more homeless people can see that
they can fight back if they organize!

All-camp meeting minutes, Sunday April 15, 2pm

Harm reduction survey results from two weeks ago

-23 responses: 19 by opiate users, 9 by non-opiate users.

-11 people voted to try to get a better shelter to use as the harm reduction
tent, and to keep the current buddy system.

-7 people voted to use a more formal system under a health authority and
with a non-user manager.

-4 people voted to keep the current system.

Showers
1. hot water runs out because of increased usage
-Motion: ask BC Housing for a bigger hot water tank
2. no way to get in if someone drops in the shower
-Motion: Melissa to ask Frank for new locks with keys
-Extra keys will go to people who are on shift & Xylah, Dave C.,
Dwayne, Melissa

Tent city defense strategy referendum
-The government has no plans to build housing for us; how should we continue
to fight back and defend our right to survive?

Camp meetings are held every Sunday at 2pm in the warming tent
— all residents of camp are encouraged to attend!




