Ty

red braid alliance

i : e
y . . - S et A
IR B

i .“.....m._s.wv.v\, L SR I RY

o

7. .. ot 2 C PIPNITIIIIEIE
R 2 NP
WOrPTIIY Ve

i Yy
PECITERY

LA A

SRR e

SRR

"> 9% " . ¥ s s 2 ...q . ..v”.,wv : y

. - v v . v v LY, e . i \l l\ -‘ < ,Iﬂ- O . d
. ....m R 27" b b g, 3 . % . . C : e .sm..“.\ s ..i.\ﬂ\.vx.o i Y 4 .u“. 2
3 i % TR g S,

o

UV

P

S e R

N

A

AN

B

. .\W\\\\\\.\u\ﬂ
g N

R

- e B
R R AR AR et :

w%su,“\%w 55,
V\.&w@.&‘.m..a.ixv .\..vw .
\. T . m. “

\\\.vw.y.v..vwww?.‘.

.v o Wuwx. e Lk e P SO A
By I T S s e & W &5
8 Bl
) P L I S R AT S

&w ;%o - _.q.'x.m > “na..w.\...v.o.a.«. R AL %“

S »

S
. v =
~ o
L) e
“ar v L
. .
* . . »
"' e .
v e

e




THIS ZINE WAS MADE BY:

RED BRATD ALLTANCE
(FORMERLY ALLTANCE AGAINST DISPLACEMENT)
WWW STOPDISPLACEMENT.CA
ORGANTZE@STOPDISPLACEMENT.CA

(ancel all laws used against homeless people, Sex Workers,
and drug users, and abolish all cops, bylaw officers, and

Security suards!

- - ——— % f D St Red Braid Alliance is an anti-colonial & anti-capitalist
Our poor people’s movement fights for a global, social redistribution of wealth organization devoted to building indigenous & working
50 (hat N0 one exists who is hungry, houseless, or atherwise without the things Fioss poer
we n.eed and desire. There is no mainstream political party in Canada or the US The June 8th Network was started by poor & homeless
that is proposing wealth redistribution at the scale we would need in order to ik cry actvivss fh Vieses iyl s
end the miserable poverty that plagues our communities. We must, therefore, ?our'lﬁepeii'}npiifii ggNer by connecting our struggies

resist, fight back, and take what is ours.
Right now we have two campaigns: ABOLISH

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING aims to eXpose the jail-like
- institutions that poor people are shovelled into, so that

Qur communities i
EX " "
- propriate the expropriators” every day through survival we can clear the way for the housing we deserve.
Ing work slowdowns and calling in sick, shoplifting, break and enter

STOP THE WAR ON THE POOR aims to expose the

ronbery, selling drugs, doi

! , 40INg Sex w .

. feed the hunary o I.g ork. And fOf OUr perseverance, steallng bread anti-poor laws enforced by cops, bylaw officers, ano

it Sry, ! € police come after us and lock us up. Our criminalized - security guards that criminalize our survival and
Clivity Is nat Collective political activity, but it contains the seeds 0f the hitianheni

[esistance we need in ord | .

colonialis 3 capita er 1o ﬁght dgdINst the domlnatlng power Of In fall 2019, were reaching out to communities QCross

M and capitalism. BC to launch these campaigns. If youre interested In

Joi | getting involved in either (or bothl) campaigns, email

N Us and fight to aholish the aws. police, courts, and risons that criminalize Red Braid Alliance at organize@stopdisplacement.ca

our survi |
survival, surveil and repress our Movements, and keep our people poor!



VAGRANCY ACTS: |
canada’s colonial, racist, sexist, homophobic

trans antagonistic, history of criminalizing

the poor

For most of Canada’s existence, Vagrancy Acts made
it a crime to be poor. “Idle” meant VNEMPLOYED,
“disorderly” meant SEX WORKER, “rogue” meant DRVNK,
“vagabond” meant HOMELESS, and if the police
thought you were any of these kinds of poor, they

could sweep you up and put you 1n jail.

Vagrancy laws §
criminalized people who
were most oppressed by
the dominant society.

Laws criminalizing
drunkenness were used

mostly to put ” a:gaqi Igawkes """ ‘no. tixw a&!-
s e ) dresss enied indignantly charges:
Indigneous men who gt ‘polica officers in Police court
P A odRY that ho s ‘a “looss; fdio
police found off " §§f,f;§§ ("N bad never been
: .. ' T Svas emploved i >
reserve into jail. _on more m,f’:;gﬁj;:;;ﬁk;;;gg
: figig“:;;h‘;hﬂﬁ ;aicc eame from
_ . . bk nadty whis ers m i 5
Laws criminalizing zz;;mst ;‘w his walst. - f’.g “’
S Whan was :haz"’.t. arkeﬁ!,m
sodomy were used to put 3“‘!“'3&‘ city prossentor.
/ ' 3‘;5:&::5; cind 1834 rsald: il’awkas«
gay men and gender non ,wm sgyte fleorge mauwah.
‘ ‘and, atuzm gvmy el vagmncm
Confor\mlng people and ere o * DR ﬁ!ﬂu’. 3t WG’IJY&...}J& 1'93*

good, ---sentpnecd him tﬁ

Awo monthe in Oakalle,

trans women into jail.

Laws criminalizing
prostitution were used

mostly to put single
women, and especially Black and Indigenous women

that police found in cities, into jail.




wiped out 1its official “vagrancy
‘89s, but governments and
d created new laws that make

Canadian courts
laws” in the 197@s and

cops quickly adapted an
sure it is still a crime to be poor.
s and the

] between the new poor law |
The difference " e it

hat the Vagrancy ACTs actuall |
The new poor laws make 1T a

le things. The new poor 1aws

old ones is T
3 crime to be poor.
crime to do poor peop

4AQ&GM:E$LOfﬁéé:<hﬁiﬂﬁr£k$F4Ft¢:ITT’FN5LJR$E;
BYLAW, + PRIVATE SECURITY GVARDS!

The June 8th Network is fighting to abolish all police,
bylaw officers, private security guards, and laws,
courts, and prisons that keep our communities poor.
All poor prisoners are prisoners of the war of the rich
against the poor!

WE DEMAND:

1. Abolish all anti-poor bylaws! All city bylaws that
sfcop us from eanhandling, sitting on the
sidewalk, sleeping anywhere Outside, or setting

upE tths IN parks are laws that criminalize people
for being low-income.

2. End the war on drugs! Drug laws are used to
attack the illicit economies that poor people who

cannot or will not keep regular jobs depend on to
survive, and to surveil, harass, and criminalize
young people in Indigenous, Black, and South

Asian communities.

3. Sex worker rights are worker's rights! Canada’s
anti-sex work laws make it impossible for people
WOrking in the sex trade INdustry to organize for
higher wages and safe working conditions, and
make women sex workers more vulnerable to
violence, including from Cops. End all laws that

result in the criminalization of sex work, including
for migrant workers,



On the Strip, outreach was overtly run by the cops. But when is outreach

not the police? When the City of Vancouver filed for a court injunction to
break up a tent city on Hastings Street in 2015, they used evidence
given by outreach workers to argue that the camp was dangerous. When
BC Housing wanted to close down a shelter in Maple Ridge in 2016, and
residents threatened to occupy the building and refuse to leave, it was
the shelter workers who had won residents’ trust who refused to Jeave
the building, lied to the residents that they were supporting their action,
and ultlmately convmced them to leave the bulldlng without arrests.

A study by an academic named Jade Boyd proved what everyone living
In supportive housing already knows: front desk staff give cops free

access to buildings and to residents rooms, and happily turn over video
footage and guest registry records, all without the warrants cops would

need if not for the help of shelter and outreach workers.

The experience of the Surrey Strip demonstrates that abolishing the

police state means also abolishing outreach, shelter, and social workers:

everyone whose government-paid job puts them in a position to

administer and regulate our communities’ access to food, income, health

services, and housing. <

ANTL- HOMELESS BYLAWS

Ever since Canada’s courts threw out the Vagrancy Acts,
Provincial and Municipal governments have been trying
to get back the power to directly attack and arrest
poor people, and people racialized as poor. They know
they won’t be able to get the Vagrancy Acts back on the
books because they are too openly discriminatory, soO
instead they create local versions, and Provincial

ordinances and Municipal bylaws.
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Municipal bylaws are even worse. Bylaws are not part of
the criminal code, and they regulate behaviours at a
local level, in the ways that cities regulate business
hours and yard cleanups. This, plus the problem that
every single town and city has different bylaws, makes
them tougher to challenge at a Supreme Court level.



But even though bylaws areﬁonly ticketable offences,
they still give bylaw officers - and security guards,
who can call bylaw officers and cops - the power To
harass, intimidate, and displace poor people out of

public spaces.

A bylaw ticket is a doorway to a hallway that leads to
a prison cell. If a bylaw officer threatens you with a

ticket and you tell them to go fuck themselves -
because they don’t have guns after all - they call the
RCMP, who can arrest you for “obstruction,” a Criminal
Code offense. And if you take the ticket and don’t pay
1t, you can get arrested for non-payment of tickets,
and the cops or the courts will eventually redzone you
and then arrest you on breach of your redzone. It is a
nightmare maze of laws and policies and discriminatory

enforcement where all hallways end in the same place:
jail.
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The 135A Street “Surrey Strip,” on unceded KwantlenKat21e *Qaydéyt, |
and Kwikwetlem territories, was home to hundreds of homeless people
from 2015-2018. Some residents referred to the Strip as a tent city,
while others called it an “outdoor prison” because of the intense
harassment and surveillance they faced from the so-called "Surrey
Outreach Team” — a team of 12 police and four bylaw officers,
established in December 2016 to patrol the Strip 24 /7. In June 2018,
the City of Surrey erected 160 Atco trailer rooms and cleared the Surrey
Strip of tents. Some residents were moved into the modular housing,
others into shelters, and the rest were scattered across Surrey.

e ——

Bylaw offi “
y ficers from the “Outreach Team” WEre a consistent presence on

the .Surrey Strip, harassing residents and stealing their belongin
Resu-ients organized a march against bylaw theft in October ZgO lis.Th
was lnterest' among residents to continue organizing to push the (.Iityf)rf‘
;S}Ilrrey to reimburse hom.eless people for their stolen belongings, but

e arrest of a lead organizer in early 2017 broke the momentum

Reci ..
esidents found ad hoc ways to mitigate bylaw theft, like “babysitting”
each other’s tents and keeping their sites clean.



The laws that are enforced the most, and most likely to
lock you up in prisons, are laws that target people who
are poor. And, like the Vagrancy laws, they are used
disproportionately against Indigenous and Black

communities. The anti-poor, racist, and colonial
character of Canada’s criminal code laws are the reason

that Indigenous, Black, South Asian, poor people are
the ones who fill the prisons.
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In their statement explaining why they were launching the “We Exist” tent
city, in the summer of 2019, homeless people living in the Tri Cities (Port
Moody, Port Coquitlam, and Coquitlam) explained that they were fighting
against the Tri Cities model of managing homelessness. They declared:

The Tri Cities "solution” to homelessness is to have bylaw and RCMP officers
bully us constantly. Bylaw officers regularly steal all of our belongings,
forcing us to constantly start over and pushing us deeper into the bush to
camp. RCMP officers threaten us any time we pause in public and tell us to

move to other cities, like Maple Ridge or Edmonton. We refuse to spend our
lives being pushed from place to place.

The Tri Cities model invests public dollars in bylaw officers and private
security guards whose jobs are, almost entirely, to seek out, pursue,
harass, and chase, homeless people out of public spaces. But it’s not just
about public space: cops harass the poor no matter where we go.
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THE MOST POLLCED LAWS ARE ANTI-POOR

Criminal Code laws make it a crime to possess and sell
certain drugs, and to be caught paying someone money to
perform sex acts. We think of these as "poor laws"
because people with private homes, careers, nuclear
tamilies, and money also buy, sell, and take drugs.
They also pay for sex acts - both directly, from sex

workers, and indirectly, with gifts and longer-term
The Tri Cities model is also used in other towns. In Vancouver, park contracts like marriage, with people who do not

rangers complain that their job has become little more than chasing consider themselves sex workers.
homeless people out of parks. In Maple Ridge, as the city moved to close
Anita Place tent city, city council doubled the budget for private security
patrols in the downtown core. With the homelessness and housing crisis
continuing to grow, governments are relying on new poor laws and petty
cops to chase the “problem” of the poor out of public and break up poor
peoples’ community power. Laws that make it a crime to shoplift to feed your
hungry self, and to break into a building to shelter
your unsheltered self are also poor laws.
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Ross, who was one of the founders of the short-lived We Exist tent city;
says that he has been hunted out in the bush in Coquitlam by a police
helicopter, which he says must have had a heat sensor. “I was really
hidden back there so bylaw couldn’t find me,” he said. But hours after the
helicopter flyover, bylaw came in and chased him out.

Police only use drug and sex laws to shake down,
harass, surveil, arrest, and imprison poor, Asian, and

young people. Drug laws are poor laws.




